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I Third Base- -
H:: " manHasHardest

Job ofAll Infield
H Positions, Errors
Hj' Being Marked
Hi Against Him
Hj After He Really
Hj' Has Done Worr
H derful ork. -

HI
K V I F TIE lias a good jualr of haiida.
Kh M P if He can handle grounders
H ! niK rollers and stop hoi Iftio

H C-- drives.
HK Jf Ills throwing nnn la better

L J tlinu ordinary.

Kft iL if ho can get Hie ball nwny
gk v' on a J I n o to flnst baso.
g(f, Tf ho Is Quick as lightning on his fceU able to

HTif rush forward to seize (ho hunt almost off th
HJjL tint, or rush back quickly enough to pull down
Bj' the hall If It is not a bum.
Hljl If he can dnsh up against the right-fiel- d stands
Hjfjl spiked shoes.
Hgj'i If ho can stand the mad rush of the base run- -

HI ner on his way homo and show no fear of the
catch the hard foul flies.fRnd he can think quickly and not become con- -

H fused when the bases are filled and ho fields a
f; bunt

HIj Then he has the makings of a good third base- -

Blj'; man.
Hf! Third base is the hardest of the infield poai- -
Hti tions to play, and tho .guardian of the sack
Hjj I must have all mental ana physical qualltlca- -

H' tions of the other inflcldcrs in a more pro- -
H: nounccd degree. Good third basemen arc few
Hji and far between; always have been and alwaysH ) will be.
H Going back after tho bunt, fielding and throw- -
H s ing it to tho proper placo in the shortest possl- -
H bio time, Is the chief business of the third basc- -

lj man. He must have a good pair of hands, must
bo quick on his feet, and must never become
"rattled."

Tho ball is hit to third base harder than anv
other part of tho Inflold. At second and short
the ball has lost some of its force, but at third
it Is almost as hard as the moment it leaves
the bat. If the third baseman cannot seize It
he must make an attempt to "knock It down."

H Many times he succeeds, and quite often. If ho
H ' doesn't recover It in time to make tho play atH first, he Is charged with an error, which Is one
H X of the penalties of playing the position.
H f The Intelligent third baseman tho one whoH studies the game knows, as do the other field- -
H ers, out and in, how to play for tho difforent
M , hatters. But In tho caso of the first or secondm , baBoman or the shortstop there is more time to
M j chango one's position than at third base. At thoM J

i latter station tho fielder plays In the position
M

'
whore the batter should shoot the ball. But, asm is well known, the good batter is the one whoH can send tho ball "where they ain't," and bc- -

B cause of tho speed of tho ball the third basc- -
M man nas llttle tlmo to shift position.
H ', II Is 1" the bunting proposition, however, that

0 j tho third baseman must be skilled. When he
Sb Pla'8 n for the bunt he knows tho batter Is go- -

HbC' inB to try to knock tho ball past him. When he

H j ' pJaya back ho knows the batter In some circum- -H j Btances Is going to try for a bunt. It Is up to theH fielder to run hurriedly back on a bunt, andH that in tho real test .for the thlrd-sackc- r. HoH I must know tho bunting same, and to know thisH i he must know each individual batter, and, be- -
1 i sides this knowledge, he must have the physical
1 q tiualiflcations necessary to back It up.

H Of course, he has tho longest II) rows of any
B player In tho Infield, and for that reason spcoa
H and accuracy arc necessary. Ho has more foulH Bles to go after than any other Inflelder.
H And then there Is tho question of base run- -
Hfl ners. When a runner gets past second he is go- -

1 Ing to take moro desperate chances Uian ho
Hffi would striving to reach first or second. The

H fielder has many throws to Lake from the out- -
Bj Beld Vl'hl,c nc Js trying to block the runner com
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ing mto third. Anu l,t has to protect iuiuol.
from being spIkotL

Looking over the Infield, it is the third base-
man who must face tho real bombardment.

The greatest of all third basemen, past or
present, was Jimmy Collins, who worked with
tho Red Sox for ten years, retiring eight or
nine years ago. There Is. none today who can
equal him. "

Collins was fast as lightning and had a won-
derful pair of hands. He could rush in for u
bunt and then tear back to his base In caso of
an attempted double steal, or a hit and run,
better than any ono else before or since. Ho
was the perfection of graco In hia Adding and,
added to this, he was a heavy sluggor.

Arthur Devlin of the Giants was anothergreat third baseman, as was Bill Bradley of
Cleveland and Bill Nash of the Boston Braves,
all of them being rangy and abio to .cover much
ground. Others of the past generation of plaj-er- s

who ranked among the best were: Tom
Burns ofvthe Cubs. Jerry Denny of Pittsburgh
and St. Louis, and Gcorgo Davis. John He-Gra- w

was a third baseman, but ho never shoneas a star fielder, principally because ho hada poor pair of hands.
Larry Gardner of tho Boston Sox, considered

the host of present-da- y third basomen rankedninth last year among the third basemen of
his league In fielding, according to the official
figures, but a player's ability cannot bo gauged
accurately hy figures alone. Ho played In 134
games, had 134 put-out- s, 227 assists, made 26
errqrs and had a fielding average of .033.

Maisel of New York worked in 134 games,
had 1S4 put-out- s. 223 assists, made 2G errorsand his Holding average waa .940. On the faceof tho figures he Is tho moro valuable fielder,uut ho is not generally eo regarded.

VItt, the only other third baseman In tholeague, ivho played tho position all through thoseason and who ranks above them In standing,was in Ui games, had 191 put-out- s, 321 assistsand made 19 errors, for a. fielding average of
.i'C4.

" mmL&h t&M & 'XmM' iufc3fe& &A 'Mori l in. .

Austin was tho only other third baseman to
play more than 100 gamo3 last season. In 111
games ho handled 13? put-out- s, made 264 as-
sists, 41 errors, and hla avorago was .917.

in tho National League eight third basemen
played In moro than 100 games. Heino Groh
led theso with a fielding uverago of .909 for 131
games In which he made 1G3 put-out- s, 280 as-
sists and 14 errors. Byrno played in 105
games, made 9S put-out- s, 183 assists and 9 a,

for an average of .9C9. Lobort, in 103
games, made 109 put-out- s, 192 assists and IS
errors. Smith of Boston, in 157 games, made
170 put-out- s. 292 assists 20 errors and aver-
aged .947. , Baird of Pittsburgh, in 120 games,
mado 142 put-out- s, 226 assists, 24 errors and
averaged .939. Pholan of the Cubs, In 110
gamcE. made 13C put-out- s, 203 assists, 22 er-
rors and averaged .939. Botzel, who played 105
games, for tho Cardinals whllo Beck was dis-
abled, had 105 put-out- s, 221 assletc, mado 22
errors and averaged .937.

In tho Federal League there were but four
third sackors who played In moro than 100
games last season. Of theso, Mowrey was tho
leader, playing in 151 games, making 176 put-out- s,

271 assists, 19 errors and averaging .959.
McKccbnie of Newark played In 117 games,
made 182 put-out- s, 226 assists, 19 errors and
averaged .956. Watah of Baltimoro and St.
Louis, played in 116 games, mado 137 put-out- s.

199 assists, 23 errors and averaged .936. Holt
of Brooklyn played in 110 games, mado 169
put-out- s. 32 errors and averaged .927.

Hoinlo Zimmerman Is a poor tnird baseman
for tho reason ho becomes confused too often

tE fc,;lt- th0 time when the third baseman
should have all his wits about him. It is his
worst fault. Ho fields fairly well, has a fairthrowing arm, Is fast going after fouls, and If
he could maintain his control at critical mo-
ments, ho would be a fair third basoman. Hisvalue to hl club Is in his hitting And base run- -

nlng.
John Franklin Baker Is a poor third base-

man, but he makes up for his lack of quality
In fielding by his heavy slugging.

Mike Mowrey is a beautiful fielder, but it is
said his fault Is a sort of don't care manner
of playing tho sack at times. He coders a
world of ground and always uses' excellent
Judgment in playing for the various batters.

McKochnio, who played ' with the Federals
and was obtained by tho Giants this spring, is
a good fleldor, but not an extraordinary one.

Tho chief value of VItt of Dotrolt Is his hit-
ting ability and not his fielding.

Maisol's chief value Is In running bases.
Austin of tho Browns Is unusually good on

fly balls, hut is bad on ground balls.
Cor.nlo Mack, last season, tried to make a

third baseman of Schang, but failed. Third
baseman are born, not mado.

"Wagner of Pittsburgh is a wonderful third
baseman, but It ha3 been years since ho played
the position. His great pair of hands and his
speed wore great assets In fielding this sack.

Bobby Byrne of the Phillies Is quick and has
a good throwing arm, but his hands aro not as
good as they should be, and he Is hardly heavy
enough for the position.

Zinn Beck of the Cardinals has tho greatest
throwing arm of any third basoman in the
game. Ho can knock down a liner, chase It
about and then his rlflo-llk- o throw to first will
mako tho fastest runner appear slow. In a re-
cent game in Pittsburgh, Carey, first man up,
tripled. The next threo batters bunted to Beck.
Ho fielded each bunt perfectly, held Caroy at
third on each occasion and made the throws
to first In tlmo to catch each runner. This is
about as near perfection as one Is liable to see
under such circumstances..

Heine Groh. GoU, Phelan and Smith of Bos-
ton aro among some of tho third basemen who
are moro valuable in the offensive part of the

game than on the defensive.
Charley Deal, who played thlnd for tho Bos-ton Braves In 1914, then jumped to tho St. LouisFederals, and Is now with tho Browns, is afair third basoman. He is still a youngster, issmart, and in a few years should acquiro thepolish necessary to a finished third basoman.
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n UNNING tho bases is tho most spectacular
? un C a baH ffamo nnd Js m fasclnat-n- g

the mere clouting out hits. It doesn'ttako any vast amount of brains to hit tho ballbomo of our most prominent sluggers aro notoverburdened with brains, but it does tako ahigh order of intelligence and good baeoballsense to run the bases correctly. And it Is ontho bases where a great player shows his trua'worth.
That is where Ty Cobb shines. First andforemost, of course, ho is a groat natural hit-ter, but it. Is his keen judgment and sense inrunning tho bases that makes him tho mostspectacular player of tho day. Tho proper dis-tance to tako oft first or second baso with va-rious pitchers and various milolds is ono ofthe most important points in running the basesThere are some infields which become "rat-tled tho moment ono or more men get on thebases. And this condition of mind often spreadsto the pitcher, especially if ho c a voungstcror a temperamental performer. Tho runner mavcoax any number of throws from tho pitcherto the baseman, with tho uopo that tho ballmay bo thrown away, and this Is often dono.

f"" lilMlinlBI II mi i II

The wiso uasc runner, who knows the va-
rious pitchers and has loarned to study their '

actiona can generally tell before the ball leaves
his hands If ho la going to throw to the baso '

to nab tho runner. Somo pjtchcr3 telegraph :

this Information In advance, and when tho
runner knows how to take the mossage ho is j

onablod to take a longer lead off the base than
he would otherwise.

Thero aro any number of playere who mako
up by intelligence their lack of speed In run- -
nlng the base's, and theso will often steal mora )

bases than tho swifter runner who hasn't th
brains.

RUSSELL BLACKBURNE Is ono of th-- i
'

R baseball performers who, it would appear,
aro meant to shine in tho minor leagues, but :

who can never make good In faster baseball.
Tho White Sox recently turned Biackburne
over to Toronto, but Biackburne has stated
that ho intends to enter business and quit thi
game. '

In 1000 he w;as tho bright star of tho minors,
playing on tho Providence team under Hugh f

Duffy. Tho White Sox paid a large sum for
him, and tho following year ho mado a poor
showing In tho American League. Ho later
hurt his knee and was out of tho game for -

nearly a year. Ho was then sent to tho MIL
waukeo club and again put up a sensational
performance, which won him another trial in

'

the majors.
wuc last year ho failed to show anything ;

with thoYWhlto Sox. Somo persons said it waa
lack of nerve. It may not bo that, but there
aro certain players who Just can't play wheu ':

they get in tho majors, whereas they aro world- - i
beaters in tho minors.

p LANK, Coombs and Sender, that great trio vdeveloped by Connlo Mack, will bo watched ;'

with considerable Interest this year. Plank, lasfyear with tho St. Louis Federals, led that leaguo
in oillclent pitching. It remains to be seen whathe will do this year back In the AmericanLeaguo. It was in 1001 that Plank joined the
Athletics, and he was ono of the great fig- -
urcs of tho greatest team ever gathered to- - ;

gether in tho history of tho game. Ho Jumped
to tho Federals in the fall of 11)14. i

Bender joined tho Athletics three years later,
and Connie Mack, with tho aid of Mlko Pow-ers, worked pationtly with tho Indian until he
became a great pitcher. But even after that he ;
sorely tried, his manager in moro ways thanone. Bonder jumped to the Baltimore Federalsat tho time riank Jumped to tho St. Louis
team. Last year toward tho end of tho sum-
mer ho was given his unconditional release.
Otto Knabo found tho task of trying to man-ag- o

the Indian beyond him. ;

This year tho Indian will play with tho Phil-
lies. It depends on himself whether ho pitches
good ball. Ho is still a great pitcher and ho j
is ono of the greatest strategists in baseball. i
If ho keeps In condition ho will help tho Phil-
lies wonderfully.

Coomb great trouble formerly was lack of
confidence in himself, but he gradually out- - ;

prow this. Ho Waa given his release by the j

Athletics more than a year ago after an ill- - ;

nosa of nearly two years. Ho signed with tho :
Brooklyn Nationals last fall and did fairly good
work Thero aro many who think ho will pull -

a come-bne- k this season.. I

I To Jessie B. i!

X7HILE 3'outh and beauty are esseii- -
v v tial, J

To enter in the movie race, I
Just being sweet and ornamental h

Is not enough to win a place. I;

xou must have brains as well fiM

beauty, ;

And wit and comliness of form,
A willingness for any duty,
1,4ncl,nerve to weather any storm. J

?-- rc endowcd by Mother Nature jl
W ith all these attributes of fame, 1

1 on are indeed a happy creature, fAnd Jit to enter, any .game . .ltk it
1


